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Top News and Opinion:

Jaguar Land Rover moves UK production of Discovery
to Slovakia

Britain’s biggest carmaker is to transfer all production
of its Land Rover Discovery model from its Solihull
factory in the West Midlands to Slovakia from next
year.

Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) insist they remain committed
to the UK, though the move will potentially put
hundreds of jobs at risk.

With agency workers the most under threat by the
decision, the Solihull plant currently has 1,800 agency
workers out of a total workforce of 10,000.

The company has had a challenging year so far,
announcing plans to cut 1,000 UK jobs in April and
reporting a decline in pre-tax profits, citing Brexit
uncertainty and the slump in demand as reasons for
the losses.

JLR said “the decision to move the Land Rover
Discovery to Slovakia and the potential losses of some
agency staff in the UK is a tough one but forms part of
our long-term manufacturing strategy as we transform
our business globally”.

Instead, JLR’s Solihull plant will continue to produce its
new Range Rover and Range Rover Sport models, and
its Halewood site in Northern England will build the
next Evoque models ahead of JLR’s full electrification
of all new models from 2020.

Read More: Here

Apprenticeship starts continue to fall, over a year
since the introduction of the apprenticeship levy

Latest Department for Education (DfE) figures show
that the number of people starting an apprenticeship
this academic year so far has dropped by 28% on the
year before.

261,200 apprenticeship starts were reported to date
between August 2017 and March 2018 for the 2017/18
academic year, comparing to the 362,400 that were
disclosed for the 2016/17 academic year.

Criticism continues to be directed at the
apprenticeship levy reforms introduced in April 2017
as a factor behind the decline in apprenticeship starts,
with the levy intended to boost apprenticeship
training across all sectors.

From 5 April 2017, employers in the UK with a wage
bill of more than £3m per annum are required to pay
a levy of 0.5% of their UK payroll into a fund which can
then be used to train new and existing apprentices.

Tesco chairman John Allan is one of the latest public
figures to call for urgent reform of the Apprenticeship

Levy, claiming that government ministers need to
simplify the administration of the levy and make
apprenticeships more flexible.

The government recently defended the apprenticeship
levy in an open letter, showing enthusiasm to “support
employers in making use of the levy”.

Read More: Here


https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/jun/11/jaguar-land-rover-to-move-production-of-discovery-from-uk-to-slovakia-jobs-solihull
https://www.thegrocer.co.uk/people/apprentices/tesco-chairman-john-allan-urges-apprenticeship-levy-reform/568080.article
https://www.thegrocer.co.uk/people/apprentices/tesco-chairman-john-allan-urges-apprenticeship-levy-reform/568080.article
https://feweek.co.uk/2018/06/13/open-letter-sees-government-on-defensive-before-apprenticeship-figures-announced/
https://www.personneltoday.com/hr/apprenticeship-starts-continue-to-drop-more-than-a-year-since-levy-introduced/
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“Our big ask is for the minister to make the
announcement that the 10 per cent contribution fees

Responsibility for T-Level and Apprenticeship Reforms
moves to the Education and Skills Funding Agency

The Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA) will
manage the reforms to apprenticeships and T-Levels
from this September, after receiving a ‘vote of
confidence’ from the Department for Education.

Department for Education (DfE) staff will move to the
ESFA with changes taking effect on September 2"
2018.

The ESFA will be responsible for all apprenticeship and
technical education reform policies as well as funding
delivery, as departmental colleagues from
apprenticeships and the professional and technical
education reform teams move into the ESFA.

Eileen Miller, ESFA Chief Executive commented on the
changes: “I am delighted to welcome colleagues from
apprenticeships and technical education reform teams
into the ESFA... taking on full responsibility and
delivery of two of government’s top priority
programmes is a huge vote of confidence in the ESFA
and an exciting challenge for all of us”.

Read More: Here

10 per cent apprenticeship contribution fees could be
scrapped

According to the Chief Executive of the Association of
Employment and Learning Providers (AELP) Mark
Dawe, the 10 per cent contribution fees that small
businesses pay when taking on apprentices could be
scrapped.

Dawe insists that the skills minister is having “ongoing
conversations about a change in policy” regarding the
co-investment rule, in an exclusive interview with FE
Week.

requirement is to be removed for non-levy payers or
levy payers who go over their levy if they are delivering
level two and three apprenticeships to the under 25s”.

The CEO believes that the 10 per cent rule deters Small
and Medium Enterprises from engaging in
apprenticeships and is a contributing factor to the
decline in apprenticeships since the introduction of
the apprenticeship levy.

Read More: Here

UK’s Independent service and repair sector in “good
shape” despite challenges

According to the director of the Independent Garages
Association (IGA) Stuart James, the UK’s independent
service and repair sector is in good shape despite new
regulatory changes such as GDPR and changes to MOT
standards.

In giving a speech at the Garage of the Year awards in
Birmingham, James insisted that one of the reasons for
the continued success of independent garages is that
they “cannot be beaten on customer service”.

Moreover, James praised recent news that laws have
been approved for the aftermarket to retain access to
in-vehicle data via the OBD (on-board diagnostics)
port, helping to facilitate the diagnostics, repair and
maintenance of vehicles.

Read More: Here

Mayors call for ban on diesel and petrol cars to be
brought forward a decade

Mayors across England and Wales have urged the
environment secretary Michael Gove to take
immediate action against air pollution, by
persuading the government to bring forward its


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/dfe-and-esfa-staff-changes
https://feweek.co.uk/2018/06/20/is-the-government-about-to-scrap-apprenticeship-fees-to-woo-back-employers/
http://garagewire.co.uk/news/associations/iga/uks-independent-service-and-repair-sector-in-good-shape-despite-challenges/
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Brexit latest:

ban on the sale of new diesel and petrol vehicles
by a decade. A current date has been set by the
government of 2040 for the ban on the sale of new
petrol and diesel cars, however environmental
pressure groups and experts have urged the
government to push for a 2030 deadline.

Groups such as the WWF, who have been amongst
the most vocal of those to call for a 2030 deadline,
argue that bringing the deadline forward will allow
the UK to reduce its emissions more effectively,

boost trade and create new jobs in the automotive

sector.

Read More: Here

UK car industry faces ‘extinction’ after Brexit, CBI
chief warns

The UK’s Motor Industry faces extinction if the UK
leaves the EU customs union after Brexit,
Confederation of British Industry (CBI) president
Paul Drechsler has warned.

Drechsler argues that any new trade deals signed
by the UK post-Brexit will be unable to compensate
for the anticipated loss of frictionless trade that
the UK currently enjoys as membership of the
European Union, particularly damaging to the UK
car industry.

“If we do not have a customs union, there are
sectors of manufacturing society in the UK which
risk becoming extinct”, he said. “Be in no doubt
that is the reality. There’s zero evidence that
independent trade deals will provide any economic
benefit to the UK that’s material. It's a myth”.

The EU’s chief negotiator Michel Barnier has said
the UK can maintain frictionless trade with the EU
after Brexit by remaining in the European
Economic Area and EU customs union.

Read More: Here

Government avoids defeat on Brexit
‘meaningful vote’ (Read More: Here)

Brexit to make the UK a second-hand
dealer in car safety (Read More: Here)

BMW task force prepares for worst-case
Brexit (Read More: Here)

Other news:

Diesel emissions scandal: Audi CEO
arrested as part of emissions test cheating
probe (Read More: Here)

Uncertainty over diesel keeping buyers out
of market (Read More: Here)

SMMT’s Motor Industry Facts 2018 (Read
More: Here)

UK-Sweden automotive event hopes to
drive trade: (Read More: Here)

More than 50 thousand ultra-low emission
vehicles registered for the first time in the
UK (Read More: Here)

Check out all previous editions of the IMI’s Policy
Drive on our ROl and Research page



https://www.businessgreen.com/bg/news-analysis/3028715/report-phasing-out-fossil-fuel-cars-by-2030-could-deliver-gbp3bn-boost-to-uk
https://www.businessgreen.com/bg/news-analysis/3028715/report-phasing-out-fossil-fuel-cars-by-2030-could-deliver-gbp3bn-boost-to-uk
https://www.businessgreen.com/bg/news-analysis/3028715/report-phasing-out-fossil-fuel-cars-by-2030-could-deliver-gbp3bn-boost-to-uk
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/mayors-diesel-petrol-cars-ban-uk-air-pollution-london-manchester-west-midlands-a8404276.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/brexit-trade-deal-latest-uk-motor-industry-customs-union-warning-cbi-paul-dreschler-a8396366.html
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/jun/20/lead-tory-rebel-dominic-grieve-accepts-brexit-meaningful-vote-compromise
http://www.autoexpress.co.uk/car-news/consumer-news/103719/brexit-to-make-uk-a-second-hand-dealer-in-car-safety
http://europe.autonews.com/article/20180616/ANE/180619759/bmw-task-force-prepares-for-worst-case-brexit
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-volkswagen-emissions-stadler/head-of-vws-audi-arrested-in-germany-over-diesel-scandal-idUSKBN1JE0R3
https://www.motortrader.com/motor-trader-news/automotive-news/uncertainty-future-diesel-keeping-buyers-new-car-market-20-06-2018
https://www.smmt.co.uk/reports/smmt-motor-industry-facts-2018/
https://www.insidermedia.com/insider/midlands/uk-sweden-automotive-event-hopes-to-drive-trade
https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/ultra-low-emission-vehicles-uk/46714/
https://www.theimi.org.uk/imi-return-investment-roi

